
A message from Parish Priest

Fr. Ani Xavier OFM Cap.

St. Joseph, the Patron of 
workers:  As expatriates, St. 

Joseph the patron of workers 
is a great inspiration for all of 
us. He was an attentive listener 
ready to act according to the will 
of God.  We learn from him to 
listen to the voice of God and to 

do His will, to surrender to God’s plan and to be 
content.  St. Joseph is not only to be admired but 
to be imitated to be good, honest and responsible 
workers as well as to lead a good family life. May 
St. Joseph help us to resolve to work hard with 
love and sincerity so that our work may become 
fruitful service.

Devotion to Mother Mary:  Mother Mary is 
honored as Mother of the Living Church.  She 
is our greatest intercessor to whom we can turn 
to (by praying the Holy Rosary) in all our needs, 
our sorrows and pains as we reside in this foreign 
land. Through our prayer to Mother Mary, may 
we learn to surrender ourselves to God as she 
did, thereby becoming a true follower of Jesus 
Christ receiving inner peace and joy.

Ascension:  Ascension is the culmination of 
the Resurrection of Jesus.  It is the perfect end 
of the glorification of the earthly life of Jesus, 
the beginning of Jesus’ heavenly life and the 
ministry of intercession. Ascension is the pledge 
of Jesus’ second coming, which we all live in the 
hope of, however, our right to eternal life comes 
with a responsibility to spread His name and His 
message to all the people of the world through 
our life.  May we continue to grow in faith and 
spread the Good News to the world.

Pentecost:  On the day of Pentecost, the Holy 
Spirit came upon the disciples in the form of two 
symbols - sound of a violent wind and cloven 
tongues of fire.  The divine wind from heaven 
did not to destroy them but invigorated them.  
The fire did not consume them rather its light 
enlightened them. The form of the Holy Spirit 
re-created them into great preachers of the Good 
News. The Holy Spirit became their teacher, 
who led them through all the truths.  I pray our 
hearts may be filled with the power of the Holy 
Spirit and will have more zeal to live in the love 
of Jesus.
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During the earthly life of Jesus, people 
in general considered him the son of 

a workman, a carpenter. We hear people 
asking “is not this the carpenter’s son?” (Mt 
13:55). As a woodworker, Joseph earned 
the daily bread for blessed Virgin Mary, the 
child Jesus and himself. On this account, he 
is the model of workers, of earnest work and 
respectable livelihood. By instituting the 
Feast of St. Joseph the Worker, Pope Pius 
XII wanted people to recognise the dignity 

of Labour and was made patron 
of all workers, which is celebrated 
on 1st of May all over the world. 
Through St. Joseph we realize a 
person’s dignity doesn’t depend on 
the type of work he/she does. The 
attitude and spirit make all the 
difference. By honouring St. Joseph 
the worker, the whole working class 
is given honour and dignity. No 
one should be considered inferior 
because of the work he does.

It is also a day to rededicate our 
Labour to the Lord, so that the work 
we do is done with Him, in Him and 
upon his will. St Paul advises us , 
“Therefore whether you eat or drink 
or whatever else you do, so all for the 
glory of God (1Cor 10:21). To work 
is a vocation given to all people. 
Every human activity must be to be 
done according to the will and plan 
of God and in harmony with the 
good of humankind. Work gives the 
worker an opportunity to fulfil his/
her personal and communitarian 
vocation (Gaudium Et Spes 35).

Every form of work, spiritually, 
mentally or physically is a creative 
approach and opportunity to 
express and develop oneself.
Through our cooperation with Gods 
gifts, we must increase and multiply 
our intelligence, our health, our 
goodness and the things needed to 

fulfil our needs and those of others. That is 
the way to be God’s helpers in the task of 
ongoing creat  ion. By our work, we shall 
be perfecting and sanctifying ourselves and 
contributing to the welfare of society and 
thus honouring and imitating St. Joseph in 
the best way possible.

Fr. Varghese Kozhippadan OFM Cap.

St. Joseph
THE WORKER



May 24 : B.V. Mary, Help of Christians – Solemnity

May 27 : The Most Holy Trinity – Solemnity

May 29: Fr. Abraham’s Birthday

May 30 : Fr. Eugene’s Birthday

May 31 : Visitation of the B.V. Mary- Feast

May 1 : St. Joseph the Worker

May 3 : St. Philip & James, Ap – Feast

May 4 : St. Joseph the Worker (Malayalam Community)

May 13 : Ascension of the Lord – Solemnity

May 14 : St. Matthias, Ap – Feast

May 20 : Pentecost – Solemnity

LOOKING FOR WRITERS! 
Please send your articles to 
voiceofstpauls@gmail.com, with your 
name and contact details.

Church Events

Mary’s Untold Beauty
-Evangeline Jose

About a year ago, I happened to read an 
AMAZING article about a man called 

Donald Calloway  AKA ‘Donnie’ who claimed 
God used the beauty of Mother Mary to get to 
him. Quite intrigued by the headline, I read 
further and ended up reading the full thing! 
Apparently, Donnie, in his earlier years was 
an absolute disaster who totally didn’t have it 
all together, not even by an iota! In fact, in 
his early teens, he solely lived for pleasure 
to such an extent that it lead to a downward 
spiral, which, would include months of rehab, 
jail and many other unpleasant experiences. 
Long story short, his 
life was crumbling 
around him when 
surprisingly, on a quiet 
night in his early 20’s, 
his life took a dramatic 
turn. That night, 
looking for something 
to distract himself 
from the dark thoughts 
surrounding him, he 
grabbed a book off his 
parents’ bookshelf. 
Coincidentally, it 
happened to be a book 
on Marian Apparitions. 
The book spoke of 
a beautiful woman 
who made children 
cry and fall on their 
knees because of 
her femininity and 
loveliness. It was 
undoubtedly the Blessed Virgin Mary. Ever 
Since then Father Donald Calloway (Yes! 
He’s a PRIEST!) has never looked back. I was 
absolutely gob smacked by this story because 
I couldn’t even think of God using something 
as bizarre as Mary’s beauty to get to sinners 
who needed him. 

Interestingly though, this made me want to 
know more about our Mother and so I did 
some research before it hit the nail right on 
the head. I realized that Mary was WAY more 
relatable than I’d ever thought of her to be! 
Sure, she was REALLY obedient and trusted 
fully in God’s plan for her but it sure must 
have been hard for her to fully digest the news! 
I mean, she was becoming the MOTHER OF 
GOD! And she was only just a TEENAGER!!! 

How would YOU feel if an angel came to you, 
just out of the blue, and told you that you 
were soon gonna become Mother to Savior of 
the World? I’d have freaked out and fainted! 
But Mary didn’t and that’s why I admire her! 
Sure, she was surprised and wondered how it 
could ever happen but she wasn’t afraid to ask 
either. She was sure God knew what was best 
for her but for all the unanswered questions, 
she trusted fully in God’s will. Mary was 
also not confused when the angel visited. 
She did NOT cry out, “What angel? What’s a 
Messiah?” She truly knew what was going on 

about the coming of 
the Messiah and she 
embraced it as God’s 
plan in her life, no 
matter how hard she 
knew it was gonna 
be with all the haters 
hating and stuff.  She 
also did not try to get 
out of it by saying 
“I think I’ll pass!” 
Instead, she kept 
an open mind and 
boldly declared that 
God’s will be done 
to her as He willed 
it. She knew taking 
on this was a huge 
risk as she could be 
stoned to death, not 
even considering the 
other things people 
might have done if 

they knew what was happening. Lastly, she 
was the only person in the entire world who 
was born without original sin and also the 
only person who was given that call, a call like 
never before and one that will never be seen 
again, EVER! And although this may sound 
strange, have you ever considered that God’s 
laid out a path for you as well? He’s planned 
every single detail from the moment he 
created us and his plan is absolutely flawless, 
if we are willing to follow, that is. What if God 
ever called you for something that you think 
is absolutely impossible for you? Would you 
try to get out of it or accept it wholeheartedly? 
Would you delay and disobey? Or would you 
be totally ready for it? If not, it’s time for you 
to maybe look a little deeper into Mary’s life 
again than you would have ever done before! 

QUIZ NO: 3

1. What was Jacob’s Youngest son called ?

2. Who were the first apostles called to 
follow Jesus ?

3. Who wrote the act of Apostles ?

Pleae submit your answers with your name, age 
and contact details clearly mentioned at the parish 
office before 20 May 2018.

Quiz-2 , Q & A
1.With whom did the Pharisees conspire 
to kill Jesus?
Ans: The Herodians (Mk. 3:6)
2.When Jesus was in the wilderness for 
forty days, tempted by Satan, who was 
with him?
Ans: The wild beasts (Mk. 1:13)
3.Give the names of the helpers sent by 
Paul to Macedonia? 
Ans: Timothy and Erastus (Acts 19:22)
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We welcome 
Fr. Wilson Rumao, OFM Cap.
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Pastrol Visit - HE Bishop Paul Hinder and Parish Council

Fecilitating artists Sanyo Thomas, Sreedeep Narath and Rajkumar Rajagopalan

Confirmation 2018
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Farewell to Fr. Ben, a capuchin missionary  with his parishioners

Konkan Day 2018

St George Feast 2018 - Malayalam Community

Tamil Community Family Day 2018

(For internal circulation only)

Parish Office Timings
Morning 9 AM to 1.00 PM 
Evening  5 PM to 9.00 PM

Tuesday - Closed

Contact : +971 2 446 1114


